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ALFA HAS
SET OUT
in a new direction, fol-lowing the retirement of CEO Richard P. Grimes. The group is expected to abandon the term “assisted living,” according to several insiders. Additional changes include a more ag-gressive state-level presence and new professional develop-ment opportunities.

ASSISTED LIVINGSTOCK HIT
a historic high in the second quarter, ac-cording to data from the National Invest-ment Center for the Seniors Housing & Care Industry. Seniors housing construction has been moderate in general, noted Charles W. Harry Jr., NIC’s managing director and direc-tor of research and analytics.

BREAKING
NEWS The best of both worldsSafety or autonomy? That has been the historic choice when it comes 

to resident security. But new tools are now making both possible

Residents and staff are taking advantage of new  
technology options in the personal safety field.

BY JULIE E. WILLIAMSON

T oday’s assisted living operators seek technologies that deliver unsurpassed security without stripping residents of their autonomy. Reaching those goals isn’t always easy, especially as residents become sicker and frailer, yet still aim to age in place.Cognitive decline coupled with comorbidities factors heavily into operators’ pursuit of customizable, comprehensive and reliable security solutions. “Resident acuity is going up. Many residents have dementia and are at risk for dangerous wan-dering and [elopement] and other activities that could jeopardize their safety,” said John Brasch, president of Brasch Group Companies. Facili-ties must address these issues on the front end, rather than reacting after an incident takes place. When the latter happens, it can sometimes be too late, he stressed.Operators needn’t look far for sophisticated, flexible, and increas-ingly cost-effective security solutions. From flexible wander management and fall detection systems to innova-tive nurse call and motion sensors technologies, and more, today’s offer-ings are limited only by an operator’s   

imagination. The best part? Virtually all resi-dents, regardless of their needs, can benefit.   

“Even though many seniors are still active and, for the most part, in good health, it doesn’t 
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A WOMAN

VISITING HER

mother at an as-

sisted living facility 

was gunned down 

in its parking lot, in 

what authorities are 

describing as a hate 

crime. Theresa “Terri” 

Rose Hastings La-

Manno was shot and 

killed on the grounds 

of Village Shalom, a 

retirement community 

in Overland Park, KS.

THE MONTHLY

MEDIAN RATE 

for care in a assisted 

living community now 

is $3,500, according 

to the latest annual 

survey from insur-

ance company Gen-

worth. That marks 

a 1.45% increase 

over the prior year, 

according to the 

firm’s annual survey.  

The cost for a private 

nursing home room 

is more than twice as 

much — $7,300.

BREAKING

NEWS Technology is enabling assisted living operators to keep residents 

secure without intruding on their independence and privacy

Teaching new 

dogs old tricks.

BY JOHN ANDREWS

T
he assisted living sector promotes 

itself as a living environment for 

seniors that affords residents as 

much freedom, independence and life-

style latitude as possible in order for 

them to live happily while still getting 

the medical and personal care they 

need. Yet as the healthcare landscape 

shifts, assisted living facilities are find-

ing themselves inundated by an influx 

of higher acuity residents — especially 

those with Alzheimer’s and dementia. 

This growing population of people 

needing memory care services presents 

a challenge for operators in balanc-

ing the freedom they promise with 

the security they need. Fortunately, 

technology advancements now allow 

facilities to keep residents safe without 

making them feel like they are being 

held hostage, security experts say.

“In many respects, the key con-

cerns have remained consistent over 

the years — personal or medical emer-

gencies, duress, wandering, falls and 

general facility security,” says Steve 

Elder, senior marketing manager for  

STANLEY Healthcare. “What’s chang-

ing is a greater focus on the individual 

situation of each resident. Facilities are 

looking for technology that will allow 

them 

to bet-

ter under-

s t and  and 

meet the needs 

of each resident.”

Wandering and fall prevention are 

the biggest growth areas of the secu-

rity market overall, 

Elder says, as more 

assisted living facili-

ties investigate potential 

systems that are affordable, 

unobtrusive and effective.

“Fortunately, the technology has 
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