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FACTORS HELPINGASSISTED LIVING sector growth include an improving economy, an aging nation and enhanced funding sources, according to a lead-ing industry analyst. Michael Hargrave, chief market and data strategist for the National Investment Center for the Seniors Housing & Care Industry, offered a generally upbeat look at industry bench-marks during a recent McKnight’s Super Tuesday webinar.

SOME COMMONDRUGS CAN
trigger or slow Al-zheimer’s disease, ac-cording to research-ers. A Mount Sinai Medical Center team in New York used a computer algorithm on 1,600 medications to determine which drugs play a role. 

breaking
news

By JULIE E. WILLIAMSONW hether a resident requires only limited assistance or is frail and living with complex health issues – or falls somewhere in between – they nonetheless share a common goal: to age in place as long as possible. It’s a quest that’s having operators taking inventory of their existing resident security and moni-toring solutions, and exploring more advanced options to keep residents safer, more secure and indepen-dent.  
Today’s resident security tech-nologies extend far beyond locked doors, wandering and elopement alarms, and standalone emergency call systems. Operators now have access to a wide range of cutting-edge, customizable solutions that allow them to meet the many needs of current and future residents. “There is a great need for assisted living operators to remain nimble and respond to changing resident expectations,” noted Diane Hosson, Stanley Healthcare’s director of acute and long-term care security solutions. Senior living communities are seek-

ing technologies that are software-driven, standards-based and have a minimal footprint to allow for growth and change. It’s a need that Hosson said will only increase with the arrival 

of the more discerning boomer gen-eration that will expect personalized service and advanced security options in a home-like environment.

Operators now have access to an ever-growing portfolio of tools that
are designed to maximize choice and protection for residents

New options are keeping residents safer than ever.
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ASSISTED LIVING 

OPERATORS 

charge about 

$41,000 a year for 

private rooms, ac-

cording to a survey 

from the John Han-

cock Life Insurance 

Company. That’s a 

2% increase from the 

prior year. For nurs-

ing homes, the annual 

tally now exceeds 

$94,000, according 

to the firm’s recent 

survey.

ALFA RESPONDED

STRONGLY TO 

a “Frontline” report 

that alleged danger-

ous practices among 

senior living organiza-

tions. Incidents of 

resident harm are 

“rare and isolated” 

in assisted living 

communities, and pro-

viders work closely 

with regulators and 

support transpar-

ency, said Richard 

P. Grimes, ALFA’s 

president and CEO. 

breaking

news
BY JOHN ANDREwS

M
edia technology has evolved 

rapidly and significantly over 

the past decade as portable 

wireless devices like smart phones 

and iPads, along with social networks 

such as Twitter and Facebook, have 

changed the way people communicate 

and interact with each other. And 

while at first glance, these innovations 

appear to benefit the younger segment 

of society, they also have caused a 

revolution among seniors as vir-

tual reality games and puzzles have 

gotten the older set engaged with 

their minds and bodies.

For instance, It’s Never 2 Late, 

founded in 1999, has “mirrored the 

evolution of technology” over 

the past 14 years, says Presi-

dent and Co-founder Jack 

York. The company made an 

impact in the eldercare sector 

with virtual activities designed to 

nourish residents’ cognitive abilities.

“We have never tried to reinvent 

the wheel — we have simply tried to 

make various types of adaptive and 

engagement technology accessible for 

older adults living in nursing homes 

and assisted living communities,” York 

says. “So our product is radically dif-

ferent than it was 14 years ago, but 

that mirrors the radical changes that 

have taken place across the board in 

technology. The prevalence of touch 

screen technologies, Skype online 

video conferencing, voice-to-text 

capabilities and multimedia content 

are being used every day, so why 

shouldn’t residents be able to as well?”

As media technology has advanced, so have programs for seniors’ 

improved well-being

Thanks to new tech tools, more seniors are on the go.
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